Midterm Paper Assignment
Ethics, Science, and Biotechnology

Write a 1500-2100-word paper (double-spaced) on one of the topics listed below.  The primary goal of your paper should be to make an argument in defense of a philosophical view that you hold on your chosen topic.  Your paper should engage and debate with ideas and arguments from course readings that are relevant to your topic and should demonstrate your understanding of those arguments.  The structure of your paper should follow the guidelines I’ve provided in the handout titled “Philosophy Paper Guidelines.”  I will grade your paper according to the quality of your argument, how well you demonstrate your understanding of the issues and arguments relevant to your topic, and the clarity of your writing.   

If you would like to discuss your ideas for your paper with me, I encourage you to make an appointment to meet with me.  I am also willing to meet with you to look over a paper draft or outline but not more than once per student.  You may do additional research on your topic, but you are not required to do so.  If you do additional research, your sources should be primarily philosophical sources, i.e. articles or books written by philosophers on your topic.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Your midterm paper is due on Friday, October 13th by 1pm.  Please submit your paper by emailing me Include your paper as an attachment that is easily downloadable.  I prefer Microsoft Word but can also download files in PDF or RTF.  (Papers in Google Docs should be converted to PDF using the Print function.)  Late papers may receive grade penalties.  (Please continue to use  my email address for all other communications.)


Possible Topics

Listed below are possible general topics for your paper:  

1. The disability rights critique of PGD

2. PGD and preconception sex selection

3. The feminist critique of IVF

4. The ethics of human cloning

The topics listed are fairly broad.  It is up to you to figure out how to narrow the focus of your paper to something that you can examine in-depth within the space of your paper (though you may consult with me).  It is better to have a narrowly focused, in-depth paper than one that is too broad and tries to superficially cover too much territory.  Your paper could focus on a particular argument relevant to your chosen topic, a particular author whose view you intend to critique or defend, or a particular case study relevant to your topic that you will seek to resolve.  Try to choose a topic on which you have some ideas of your own to contribute, rather than writing a paper in which you merely reiterate what others have said.  
